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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME (A) ‘

The illustration shows part of the colonnaded walkway in the Church of the Beatitudes, Israel, overlooking
the Sea of Galilee. The church was designed by the architect Antonio Barluzzi; it was built between 1936
and 1938.

The Beatitudes begin our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount, the longest of his sermons in the Gospels. In the
Beatitudes, Jesus commends the values and attitudes enshrined in them; he is not doing so as a harsh moral
demand but in the light of a vision of God that is the mainspring of his life and which he is at pains to share
with those he is calling to be the community of the Kingdom of God. In addition, the Beatitudes make a
crucial distinction between the present state of affairs, which is one of suffering and trial, and that of the
Kingdom of God our Lord is building. Jesus declares certain people to be ‘blessed’ not because of their
present circumstances, which are quite disadvantaged and vulnerable, but in the light of a future situation
that will come about for them through the power and faithfulness of God. The second part of each
Beatitude—"shall be comforted”; “shall be satisfied”; “shall see God”; and so forth—indicate the action of
God in the lives of the ‘blessed’. God truly is as Jesus reveals him to be, so it makes supreme sense to try to
live according to the attitudes outlined by Jesus; then we will have the hope of sharing in the riches and joy
of the Father’s eternal kingdom.
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PARISH NEWS

The Presentation of the Lord

Monday 2nd February is the feast of the Presentation of the Lord. There will be a morning Mass on Monday 2nd
February and no Mass on Tuesday, 3rd February.

Exciting News — New Children’s Liturgy Launching This Summer!

From this summer term, we are thrilled to be launching a new Children’s Liturgy on Sundays, running during term

time — and we would love your help to make it a success!

The Children’s Liturgy is for children aged 3-7 years (parents are asked to attend with children under 4). From the

start of Mass at 10 am until the Offertory, the children will enjoy a short, lively, and child-focused session, explor-

ing the Gospel of the day in an engaging and age-appropriate way.To support this wonderful new ministry, we are

looking for volunteers to help lead and support the sessions. No previous experience is needed — just a friendly

smile, a willingness to help, and a heart for supporting our youngest parishioners. We are currently gathering

names so that a rota can be planned.

Please consider being part of this exciting new journey for our children

For further information, please contact Mrs Ania Woollcott on 07851 934997.If you can help, or would simply like

to find out more, we would love to hear from you!

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS

To meet our budget we need £1,600 each week

Last Sunday’s offering was £542..53
Contactless £340.70
Standing Orders  £400
Total £1283.23

Second Collection St George’s Cathedral £328.51

Thank you for your generosity

THE WINNERS OF 1st FEBRUARY 200 CLUB

1 |58 Catherine Sheridan

2 |17 Miriam Oberding

Teas/Coffees after 10am Mass

There will be tea and coffee in the hall after the 10am
Mass on Sunday

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MARRY

Please be aware that the Southwark diocesan policy
on marriage states that at least six months’ notice of
marriage is normally required at the parish closest to
the Catholic party. This is to ensure paperwork and

preparation can both be completed.

Legion of Mary

The Junior Legion of Mary is a prayer group for
Catholic children from year 3 upwards, who meet
once a week. They learn about their faith and get

closer to Our Lady.

Junior Praesidium Our Lady of Morning Star meets on
Tuesdays at 3:50pm.

Junior Intermediate Praesidium Our Lady of
Guadeloupe meets on Sundays at 11.15am.

Baptisms/Marriages by appointment only. Please see Fr. Philip
Confessions: Saturday 9.30 am to 9.50 am & 5.30 pm to 5.50 pm, Sunday 5.00 pm to 5.20pm
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PRAYER FOR OUR CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES

At a special Confirmation Mass at 12.00noon on Sunday 8 February, twenty-one young people from
our parish will be confirmed by Bishop Gerard Bradley. Please keep them in your thoughts and your

o0

prayers during this coming week.

God our Father, you send out your Spirit to touch the hearts of all people,
so that they may believe in you and in Jesus whom you sent.
Look kindly on our candidates for Confirmation
as they listen to your voice.
Open their hearts to your Spirit and bring to fulfilment
the good work that you have begun in them.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen
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RACIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY—SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND
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Racial Justice Sunday 2026 is devoted to the promotion of racial justice in our Catholic parishes across England and

Wales and society and an encouragement to be conscious of the need for justice in all its forms.
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i Parish Hall—Bookings
GIFT AID SCHEME :

If you are planning an event and would like to use the
Parish Hall, bookings can be made by emailing
bookingsolsp@gmail.com

parish, we can get another 25p.
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NOTICE BOARD

Marriage Week—7 - 14 February 2026

On the Feast of St Joseph, 19 March 2026, will be the tenth anniversary of Pope Francis’ Post-Synodal Apostolic
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia — “On Love in the Family.” To prepare for this anniversary, we invite you from the
beginning of National Marriage Week, 7-14 February until 19 March 2026, to reflect on the central role that
marriage and family life play in our Church and in wider society.
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